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Deco House by Folk Architects and Amber Road
folkarchitects.com  •  amberroaddesign.com.au

Inside
text: Megan Norgate

Megan Norgate
is a interior designer at 

Brave New Eco. 
braveneweco.com.au

Heirlooms
“The client sought a 

combination of old and 
new, some with stories already 

embedded and others that would 
grow with the family over time,” says 

interior designer Yasmine Ghoniem of 
Amber Road Design. They achieved 

this by using young and local furniture 
fabricators in Melbourne, and 

combining those items with both the 
clients’ existing pieces and high 

quality additions that have 
an heirloom appeal.

Life Cycle
Melbourne-based 

manufacturer Jardan is an 
industry leader in sustainable 

manufacturing processes. With a 
range of GECA certified furnishings 

Jardan use certified sustainably sourced 
timbers, recyclable CFC-free foams, and 
hemp webbings and linings. Jardan have 

extensive policies to ensure waste, raw material 
and energy minimisation for all of their 

manufacturing processes, and frequently 
review and improve them. Most significantly, 

Jardan assembles their furnishings in 
such a way that they can be easily 

disassembled for re-use. 
jardan.com.au

Handcrafted
Retro ceramics were sourced 
from Graham and Graham in 

Redfern and paired with the vintage 
inspired DS hand-turned lamp from New 

Zealand-based design business Douglas and 
Bec. Douglas and Bec is the creation of father 
and daughter design team Douglas Snelling 

and Bec Dowie. They focus on creating 
classic design pieces that will endure for 

generations and use local makers working 
with diverse materials to their designs.

douglasandbec.com 
grahamgrahamdesign.com

Zoning
Zoning is important in large 

open spaces, to create more 
intimate areas of focus in the space. 
Here Amber Road have used a large, 

soft Beni Ouarain rug from Kulchi. Beni. 
Each rug is unique and hand-made by the 

Berber tribes of the North-eastern Middle Atlas 
Mountains in Morocco. Traditionally used as 

bedding to keep warm during the cold winter 
months, they are handmade, double-

knot, un-dyed, 100 per cent natural wool 
carpets, and provide a warm, soft 

surface to gather on over the 
concrete floor. 

kulchi.com

Connecting
The deco inspired pendant 

in the entranceway was custom 
designed by Melbourne maker Anna 
Charlesworth. Made out of mild steel 

and plaster the “Four Dish” pendant was 
intended to be a pared-back, oversized 
interpretation of a deco-era pendant. 

Anna works in glass and steel out of 
a workshop based in Williamstown, 

Melbourne.
annacharlesworth.com.au Local Design

Two couches from local 
brands, Jardan and Pop and 

Scott, have been paired in similar 
warm ochre tones. Pop and Scott’s 
furniture is the creation of life and 

business partners Poppy Lane and Scott 
Gibson. Their “Dreamer” couches are 

made from recycled or sustainably 
sourced Australian hardwood, finished 

in natural timber oil, and hand-
assembled in their Northcote 

workroom.
popandscott.com 

Diffusing Light
Folk Architects unified 

the large open living spaces 
through the addition of warm 

hardwood timber lining boards on 
the ceiling. Recessed “Utah” led strip 

lighting from Light Projects was used to 
provide seamlessly integrated diffused 

light over the centres of activity and 
movement. This type of lighting is 
a good alternative to recessed 

downlights, which can be a 
source of heat loss. 
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